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BUYING RECYCLED PAPER SAVES ENERGY, WATER and TREES

 Bay Area Counties Launch Buy Recycled Paper Campaign 

Bay Area cities and counties are sponsoring a Buy Recycled Paper Campaign this March to ask Bay Area workers and residents to make a special effort to use recycled paper at work and at home. It is an easy way for organizations and individuals to help the environment – and to join the many major organizations worldwide that have adopted environmentally sound procurement practices. The campaign encourages people to request paper that has at least 30 percent “post consumer” recycled content – meaning that at least 30 percent of the paper is made from fibers that were salvaged from a previous paper product such as office and printing papers. Recycled paper products help the environment in four ways: it saves energy, water, and trees, and reduces toxins released into the environment. Most recycled paper products are comparable in quality and price to those that do not have recycled content. 

“Recycling alone isn’t enough . . . we must also buy recycled,” said Supervisor Liz Kniss, member of the Recycling and Waste Reduction Commission of Santa Clara County. “My office buys only recycled paper for our printers and copier – it’s the perfect choice for us. We’re asking Bay Area residents and businesses to do the same. They do a great job of recycling, but we need them to take the next step and buy recycled products to help create markets for the materials collected for recycling. The wide range of high-quality recycled paper products available today makes buying recycled paper a great place to start.” Santa Clara County is one of the 110 Bay Area cities and counties participating in this year’s Buy Recycled Paper campaign. For more information about buying recycled paper products, including a list of local vendors, go to http://www.BayAreaRecycling.org or call the BayROC Hotline, toll-free, at 1-877-STOPWASTE. 
