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Santa Clara County Integrated Waste Management Program

AMERICANS WASTING HARD-EARNED CASH ON TRASH

Bay Area Municipalities Launch “Save Money and the Environment Too Campaign”
(San Jose) The recent economic downturn has many Bay Area residents watching their budgets. According to the California Employment Development Department (EDD), California’s unemployment rate is up sharply from a year ago, and even optimists predict a slow climb back to economic health. Many people are shopping more carefully; however, most do not realize how much money they are wasting on unnecessary product packaging. 

“Nearly a third of the municipal solid waste in this country is packaging material,” reports Margaret Rands, Integrated Waste Manager for Santa Clara County. “Much of that waste is unnecessary. For many products, packaging adds significantly to the price, and we can conserve resources when we reduce packaging.  The great news is that good environmental choices can save money.”

Consumers can easily make choices that will save them money and protect the environment. For example, a recent consumer products survey found that individual juice boxes cost nearly twice as much as juice concentrate, based on cost per ounce. Oatmeal is three times as expensive when purchased in individual servings rather than the largest container.  The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) suggests buying products in the largest sizes possible and those in reusable or refillable containers. More stores are offering products like grains and cereals in bulk. By making small changes in purchasing, an average family can save $3,000 a year.

To help families and companies reduce packaging waste, 110 Bay Area cities and counties are taking part in this year’s Save Money and the Environment Too campaign. For more information, including tips and links to other sites, go to http://www.BayAreaRecycling.org or call the BayROC Hotline, toll-free, at 1-877-STOPWASTE.
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